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Group B Codes: January 3, 2013

               *See Item 3 of these instructions for additional information concerning Group A and Group B Code Development Committees Responsibilities*
1)

	Name: Maureen Traxler
	Date: December 31, 2012

	Jurisdiction/Company: 

	Submitted on Behalf of: Washington Association of Building Officials Technical Code Development Committee

	Address: PO 34019, 700 5th Ave

	City: Seattle
	State:     WA
	Zip Code: 98124

	Phone: 206-233-3892
	Ext.
	Fax:


	E-mail address (see # 4 below): maureen.traxler@seattle.gov


2)
Copyright Release:  In accordance with Council Policy #28 Code Development, all Code Change Proposals, Floor Modifications and Public Comments are required to include a copyright release. A copy of the copyright release form is included at the end of this form. Please follow the directions on the form. This form as well as an alternative release form can also be downloaded from the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org. If you have previously executed the copyright release for this cycle, please check the below:

___X___2012/2013 Cycle copyright release on file

3)
Code: Indicate appropriate International Code(s) associated with this Public Proposal – Please use Acronym:  IBC 
If you have also submitted a separate coordination change to another I-Code, please indicate the code: N/A
(See section below for list of names and acronyms for the International Codes).

NOTE: Sections of the International Codes that have a letter designation in brackets in front of them are the responsibility of a different committee than the committee normally responsible for that code.  For instance, Section 301.1.4 of the IEBC has a [B] in front of it, meaning that this section is the responsibility of one of the IBC Code Development Committees (in this case, IBC-S). Any proposed changes to Section 301.1.4 will be heard by the IBC-Structural committee.
Therefore, some code change proposals to Group B code text may be due in order to be heard by Group A code development committees, and vice versa. Please go to www.iccsafe.org/responsibilites for detailed information on Group A and Group B Code Development Committee responsibilities.
4)
E-mail address:  Your email address will be published with your code change proposal unless you check here:  



5)
Information required: : Be sure to format your proposal and include all information as indicated below and in the Code Change Proposal 

Instructions’ section on Page 2 of this form.
6)
Format: Proposals should be sent to the office below via regular mail or email.  An e-mail submittal is preferred, including an electronic version, in either WordPerfect or Word. The only formatting that is needed is BOLDING, STRIKEOUT AND UNDERLINING.   Please do not provide additional formatting such as tabs, columns, etc., as this will be done by ICC.  REMOVE TRACKING CHANGES, AUTOMATIC NUMBERING, OR ANY OTHER ADVANCED FORMATTING TOOLS THAT ARE  PROVIDED BY WORD, FROM FILES CONTAINING YOUR CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL THAT YOU SEND TO ICC.
Please use a separate form (see page 3) for each proposal submitted.  Note:  All code changes received will receive an acknowledgment by approximately two weeks after the code change deadline.  Please contact the ICC staff listed below if you have not received an acknowledgment by two weeks after the code change deadline.
Please check here if separate graphic file provided. □ Graphic materials (Graphs, maps, drawings, charts, photographs, etc.)  must be submitted as separate electronic files in .CDR, IA, TIF or .JPG format (300 DPI Minimum resolution; 600 DPI or more preferred) even though they may also be embedded in your Word or WordPerfect submittal.
CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM
(See instructions on page 2)
Code: IBC–12/13 
307.1
Proponent:  Washington Association of Building Officials Technical Code Development Committee
Add new text as follows:
[F] 307.1 High-hazard Group H. 
High-hazard Group H occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, that involves the manufacturing, processing, generation or storage of materials that constitute a physical or health hazard in quantities in excess of those allowed in control areas complying with Section 414, based on the maximum allowable quantity limits for control areas set forth in Tables 307.1(1) and 307.1(2). Hazardous occupancies are classified in Groups H-1, H-2, H-3, H-4 and H-5 and shall be in accordance with this section, the requirements of Section 415 and the International Fire Code. Hazardous materials stored, or used on top of roofs or canopies shall be classified as outdoor storage or use and shall comply with the International Fire Code. 

Exceptions: The following shall not be classified as Group H, but shall be classified as the occupancy that they most nearly resemble. 

1. Buildings and structures occupied for the application of flammable finishes, provided that such buildings or areas conform to the requirements of Section 416 and the International Fire Code.

2. Wholesale and retail sales and storage of flammable and combustible liquids in mercantile occupancies conforming to the International Fire Code.

3. Closed piping system containing flammable or combustible liquids or gases utilized for the operation of machinery or equipment.

4. Cleaning establishments that utilize combustible liquid solvents having a flash point of 140°F (60°C) or higher in closed systems employing equipment listed by an approved testing agency, provided that this occupancy is separated from all other areas of the building by 1-hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or 1-hour horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711, or both.

5. Cleaning establishments that utilize a liquid solvent having a flash point at or above 200°F (93°C).

6. Liquor stores and distributors without bulk storage.

7. The storage of distilled spirits and wines in wooden barrels and casks
Renumber remaining items.

Reason:  IFC Section 5001.1 has an exception providing that “The storage of distilled spirits and wines in wooden barrels and casks” is not required to comply with the chapter’s general requirements for hazardous materials.  IFC Section 5701.2 states that Chapter 57’s provisions for flammable and combustible liquids do not apply to “The storage of distilled spirits and wines in wooden barrels and casks”.  Similarly, Chapter 9 of NFPA 30-2012 Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code, exempts the storage of distilled spirits and wines in wooden barrels or casks from the general requirements for storage of liquids in containers. However, the Building Code classifies that same storage as an H-3 occupancy. It is inconsistent for the Building Code to classify an occupancy as a hazardous occupancy due to the presence of this type of storage if none of the mitigation measures are required by the Fire Code.  The IFC exempts storage of spirits in wooden containers from all the IBC provisions that would otherwise apply.  For example, IBC Section 415.4 requires sprinklers for all Group H occupancies—IFC Section 5004.5 requires sprinklers in indoor storage, but storage of spirits in wooden containers is not required to comply because it is exempt from Chapter 50.  Adding this exception to the list of exceptions in IBC section 307.1 will eliminate this inconsistency between the codes and will eliminate unnecessary confusion about how to classify such uses and apply the IBC provisions.  
Cost Impact: The code change will not increase the cost of construction.
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